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Government persuaded by the Orientalists, first
sanctioned the establishment of a Sanskrit college.
In those days all the different parts of India were
divided by long distances, and also linguistically,
politically and socially, more so than they are today.
There was no question, for example, of organising
the spread of a common language such as Hindi, for
the whole of India. The major portion of India
was still under indigenous rule, and the consolidation
of the British Power in India, 'commencing from
Fort Saint George in Madras, was only just com-
mencing. At that time the people who were still
conservative and jealous of their ancient culture were
naturally more than they are today, anxious to pre-
serve it against the encroachment that may be made
by any foreign language, or Western ideals, heralded
by the European race, namely the British, which
finally succeeded in establishing their rule in the
country. At that time, Ram Mohan Roy stood by
the side of the introduction of English education,
and declared himself as an Anglicist, although he was
versed in no less than twenty-four different languages
of the world, and was himself a renowned Sanskrit
scholar, and fought with all the texts of the old Hindu
scriptures, especially the Upanishads against idolatry
and all the corrupt forms of later Hinduism, to establish
the Monotheistic religion through the Brahmo Samaj.
One would have expected a man of his calibre and
extensive attainments to take the side of Sanskrit